removed from practically all the wards of the city except wards 1, 16 and 21 and also from the suburban areas in Howrah, Hooghly and 24-Parganas. The peak of the outbreak was in the last week of April, which tailed off by the middle of May. The peculiarity of this outbreak was that the cases were generally mild except at the onset when 8 out of 11 cases died. A few turned out to be septicemic, the rest being.of bubonic type. In most instances, the organisms were scanty. Even the rats did not exhibit enormous number of organisms which one usually associates with spleen smears. This peculiarity has been observed during the present phase of plague in other places also, like Lucknow. Thus the mildness of disease was interspread with a few severe cases, a common feature also noted in the early phases of the last pandemic, and the origin of cases, their distribution and seasonal incidence were very similar. In the later phases of the last Calcutta and Bengal epidemic pneumonic cases were also reported but-the instances were few and far between, as will be seen from the following records collected by Wu Lien-Teh (1926) April, 1949 . P. pestis was isolated by Dr. Ghosal both from his blood and lung puncture material. Blood culture of Champabala taken after some doses of streptomycin proved negative but she was perhaps the only rase in which sputum was found coloured and blood-stained. These cases were admitted into the wards of Drs. Das, Nandy and Sinha respectively.
The chronological order of cases with main signs and symptoms which could be elicited through investigation has been given in figure 1 and chart I and the familial and extra-familial relations of the cases in chart IT.
The common symptoms from which all cases had suffered were :
(1) Fever starting low and gradually rising high and going down again towards the'end. (Clark and Goldberg, 1943) , 3 children slept in the same bed with a patient with pneumonic plague and yet escaped. Townsend (1944) (23rd May, 1949) . Probably the weather is chiefly responsible for it. The rat epizootic also seems to be extending.
